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[1] "The love of wisdom." [2] "Philosophy is the name for a subject area of study". [3] Philosophy is a term to
identify an individual's general approach to life". [4] Philosophy is the identification of the presuppositions and
assumptions underlying a subject matter [for example, the philosophy of science, the philosophy of history, and so
forth]; [5] Philosophy as a techniques to clarify the way language is used. [6] Philosophy is an activity undertaken
by human beings who are deeply concerned about who they are and what everything means, and that a
philosopher is a person who perceives in some measure the ways in which the various experiences and
awarenesses of existence form a pattern of meaning. [7] Philosophy, without apology, forcefully directs attention
to the relentless efforts of human beings to achieve an organized view of themselves and the universe in which
they live.
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"Philosophic study means the habit of always seeing an alternative". This statement, by the American philosopher

William James, introduces another aspect of the issue approach to philosophy. The issue approach exposes
students to a provocative variety of positions taken by philosophers on major questions. By examining this
diversity of ideas students are forced to speculate about the range of the possible. The aim is to stretch the mind,
to explore the realm of the conceivable. By scanning the horizon in many directions, students can more firmly fix
their own positions or the positions of others.
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The philosophy questions everything and settles nothing, some reassurance may be found in the words of the late

English journalist-critic G.K. Chesterton, who remarked: "Merely having an open mind is nothing. The object of



opening the mind, as of opening the mouth, is to shut it on something solid."
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[1]Immanuel Kant, Immanuel Kants Gesammelte Schriflen, Vol I-XXIX, ed. preukisclen Akademie der

Wissenschaflen. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1902. [2]Frederick C. Beiser, Enlightenment, Revolution and Romanticism.



The genessis of modern German thought [Harvard University press, 1992].
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